
ASTROPHYSICIST

I loved science at school, and liked maths more than other kids my age. I also enjoyed 
art, but I wasn’t very good at it. When I was a child, my Aunt was doing her PhD in 
neuroscience. I’m very competitive, and I vowed to “be better at science” than her.  
I’m still catching her up! 
But now I’m a PhD student, studying gravitational wave astrophysics, and I use maths to try  
to make the experiments work better. It’s important to know research isn’t always exciting,  
and sometimes things take a long time. Most of my PhD has been spent writing code, or 
reading about new discoveries in physics.
I really love the big picture. Gravitational waves are ripples in space and time, created when 
very heavy things in space, like black holes, move very quickly! These ripples are absolutely 
tiny and so in order to find them, we needed to invent some amazing technology. I love that  
I can be a part of that legacy.

Where do I work?
University of Glasgow

Education:
• Masters in Physics, Swansea University

• PHD in Physics, University of Glasgow

Favourite food:
Marmite on spaghetti (trust me, it’s good!)

Interesting fact:
I was born with 7 and a half fingers on my 
right hand.



ASTRONOMER

I was a very talkative and outgoing child (not much has changed as an adult!). I loved 
seeing the Hubble Space Telescope images which were printed in the newspapers in the 
1990s. When I realised that these gorgeous images could actually be used to do science,  
I decided to become an astronomer and spent nearly 20 years working towards that goal. 
I study double stars in galaxies outside our own. These double stars are made up of a black 
hole or neutron star that is pulling material from another star. As the material falls towards the 
black hole or neutron star, it heats up and gives off X-rays. I use telescopes in space and on 
the ground to find out more about this. 
I think it’s very important people know that astronomy, and science in general, is for everyone. 
You don’t have to become a full-time scientist to take part. There are many cool citizen 
science projects that anyone can do so the public and scientists can work together to get 
results.

Where do I work?
University of Manchester
 
Education:
• Several degrees in Physics 

and Astronomy

Hobby:
Salsa, swing and ballroom dancing
 
Interesting Fact:
I actually enjoy going to the dentist.



PHYSICIST

My research involves creating electronic devices from brand new materials called 
polymers and other small molecules. These materials are not like insulators or 
conductors, but halfway between the two. We control them with chemistry, so we 
can make materials that can take in or give out light of particular colours. 
I used to study Art & Design before I studied physics. I would have loved to be a popstar 
but no one should be made to hear me sing. I was quite naughty as a student and had 
more than one detention but I realised just in time how important it would be to get good 
grades. What I love about my job is that my team is very international and diverse, which 
means the research and discussion is rich with different cultural backgrounds and views. 

Where do I work?
Imperial College London

Education:
• Masters in Physics
• PHD in Physics
• Art Foundation at Chelsea

Favourite Food:
Broccoli

Interesting Fact:
The first phrase I learn in a new language is 
always ‘Thank you’.



EDITOR

I was always nerdy/geeky. I used to make potions (concoctions of different coloured 
liquids) with my nanna, so it seems I’ve been a chemist at heart from a young age. I 
wanted to be an archaeologist but became more interested in science during high school,  
with chemistry being my favourite. So I chose to study chemistry at university and did a 
PhD in physical organic chemistry. It was only toward the end of my PhD that I started to 
explore different chemistry careers. 
I’m an editor at Nature Chemistry which is like a magazine for scientists. Most of my job is 
reading about the results of new experiments that are sent to me by other scientists. I decide 
whether they should be reviewed by other scientists before they are printed. 
It’s really lovely when information about new experiments is published in Nature Chemistry 
and it’s great to see the authors share their work and get a positive response. It’s nice to 
know that I had a small part in sharing that research.

Where do I work?
Nature Chemistry
 
Education:
• Masters in Chemistry, 

University of Huddersfield
• PHD in Organic Chemistry, 

University of Edinburgh

Favourite Food:
Pizza
 
Interesting Fact:
I used to play the saxophone (many years ago).



MICROBIOLOGIST

When I was at school I wanted to be a vet, a fighter jet pilot and a nurse at different times. 
I always knew I liked science but didn’t consider it as a job. I was really curious about 
everything – my favourite question was “Why?” I was always digging around in dirt to see 
what I could find – worms, beetles, larvae. Now I dig about in soil looking for new bacteria!
I try to find ways to solve antibiotic resistant bacteria, which makes us ill because we  
don’t have medicines to help fight them. I work in a lab and I look for new bacteria from soil 
that might produce interesting chemicals because of where they live . We look in remote, 
extreme environments such as in the Antarctic because that is where we find the most 
interesting bacteria
My favourite thing about my job is learning new things every day and asking questions.  
There are never two days that are the same and you might find something really exciting 
that could change the world!

Where do I work?
University of Strathclyde

Education:
• HND Applied Biological Sciences,

Forth Valley College
• BSC Biochemistry and Immunology,

University of Strathclyde
• PHD Biochemistry and Biophysics

Favourite Food:
Mac ‘n’ cheese

Party Trick:
I can balance on one foot for quite a long time.



ENTREPRENEUR

I went from being a classic nerd to a bit of a “mosher” - I even played guitar in a rock band 
when I was a teenager with friends and loved singing too - music was really a safe space 
for me when I was young.
In my job I get to work with young people and different communities all across Scotland to 
explore science, arts and creativity together! This might be using music and dance, running 
workshops or just having lots of chats with people to see what they are interested in learning 
more about. 
Part of my job is then starting and developing projects with different people to help make 
these things happen! I always wanted to try to understand and help people so when I went 
to university I thought I would be a clinical psychologist or social worker but I really enjoyed 
focusing on understanding the brain. I also loved being creative, playing traditional music and 
dancing too, but never thought it would be part of my job.

Where do I work?
A Social Enterprise
 
Education:
• BSc Hons in Psychology and Philosphy

Interesting Fact:
I have a 3D print of my own brain.



GEOLOGIST

I was a very quiet person growing up who was often nervous and not very confident. I 
enjoyed reading books and watching documentaries on all my favourite interests including 
animals and nature; the solar system; dinosaurs; and volcanoes! I enjoyed the fact that I 
didn’t need to be loud or confident to enjoy learning. 
I am a geologist currently working as a researcher at the University of Glasgow. My research 
explores why and how natural stone decays over time in historic buildings. I spend a lot of my 
time running experiments in the laboratory, and some days I am outdoors doing fieldwork. 
As a geologist working in research you get to visit amazing places all over the world. Also, 
no two days are the same. You go through periods where a lot of your time in spent in the  
lab, but also times when you’re outside all day for weeks at a time on fieldwork.

Where do I work?
University of Glasgow

Education:
• PHD in geology, University of Glasgow
• Research assistant conducting biodiversity

monitoring in the Amazon Jungle
• Research assistant monitoring volcanoes

in Tenerife

Favourite subjects:
At high school my favourite subject was 
Art; mainly because I got to work on my 
own projects most of the time. I also loved 
mathematics. I never studied any sciences 
because I didn’t think I was clever enough… 
and now I am a scientist!



ZOOLOGIST

I grew up on the Isle of Wight, was very chatty as a kid and loved to read out jokes to 
anyone that would listen. I loved dinosaurs so at first I wanted to be a palaeontologist. 
But I decided to study zoology at university so that I could help with wildlife conservation. 
I study biological rhythms in wild birds, which means that I investigate how birds sleep 
and what things can keep them up during the night. 
My job involves checking nest boxes at our field site in Scotland or spending time in the lab 
carrying out experiments.
I think science is very important as we need to better understand how we can protect nature 
on our beautiful planet.

Where do I work?
University of Glasgow

Education:
• BSC in Zoology, University of Aberyswyth
• PHD in Zoology, University of Glasgow

Favourite Food:
Pasta

Hobby:
I love to play video games.



SCIENCE COMMUNICATOR

I have always been a very curious person, when I was younger I always had to know how 
things worked, and I think I drove my parents and teachers mad. Ever since I was little I 
dreamed of being a scientist. My physics teachers at high school, Mr Cross and Mr Crane, 
inspired me to go to university and I haven’t looked back since
I use poetry and games to help both scientists and non-scientists to have meaningful 
conversations. I love that I get to write poetry with different people and get the opportunity 
to find out about their interesting lives and experiences. I believe that being a scientist is 
something that anyone can aspire to be!

Where do I work?
Manchester Metropolitan University

Education:
Degree from University of Leicester 

Hobby:
Running, poetry & games

Interesting fact:
I once beat a Japanese Olympian 
in a 5km race.



MICROBIOLOGIST

As a child I imagined myself as either a writer or somebody chasing weird and wonderful 
animals in a remote jungle. I did not picture myself in a lab. I only discovered this when  
I started university. I am a molecular microbiologist who studies the evolution of 
metabolism, how we can use bacteria for making medicines and also how we can  
use bacteria to reduce waste (like plastic or oil).
I was inspired by my high school science teachers, my babysitter and by reading lots and lots 
of different books. I now teach students and that is the best part of my job, as I get to watch 
them learn throughout their projects and get to see their excitement and hear their questions. 
I think that it’s important for people to know that it’s ok to make mistakes and fail. scientists 
often have to try many, many times before they succeed. Failure is an important part of our 
job and often teaches us a lot.

Where do I work?
University of Strathclyde

Education:
• BSC Degree, University of Bremen
• Masters Degree, University of Bonn

Favourite Food:
Pizza

Party Trick:
I have lived in Germany, Argentina, Spain, 
Mexico and the UK. I can also speak three 
languages.



MARINE BIOLOGIST

I always knew that I was curious and wanted to understand how things work, and that I 
had an interest in marine life. I never knew that the job I have now actually existed, and  
in many ways I have created my own job. 
I’m in charge of an international team of scientists, students and volunteers, who work on 
projects both in the sea and in the laboratory. We are working together to explore how coral 
reefs stay healthy, so that we can best look after them and prepare for climate change. We 
survey corals in the wild, monitor the environment and measure their health in the lab. We 
currently work mainly in Costa Rica, but have projects all over the world
I love that I get to spend time in the water and on the reef, but also at my desk writing and 
in the lab analysing samples. I get to meet and work with brilliant people, who each bring 
something unique to the project and always teach me something I didn’t know.

Where do I work?
I run a charity called ‘Seeking Survivors’.
 
Education:
• BSC In Marine Biology
• PHD In Marine Biology, James  

Cook University, Australia

Favourite Food:
I am a big fan of vegetables and dark 
chocolate, I love a hearty soup in the winter 
and of course rice and beans when I am in 
Costa Rica.



BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST

When I was younger I was cheeky and had a wild imagination. As oldest sibling I thought  
I ruled the world and loved dressing up like a king using a blanket as a robe and a cooking 
pan as a crown!
At high school, my favourite subject was Science. This was fuelled by TV programmes 
like Tomorrow’s World and Star Trek. I asked my science teachers all sorts of awkward 
questions and loved their answers.
My research focuses on using magnetic resonance scanning and analyses techniques to 
study how the human body works and what changes with ageing, disease and treatment. 
You should never let anything stop you from reaching your dream and doing what you 
are best at!

Where do I work?
University of Manchester

Education:
Masters in Medical Physics, 
University of Manchester

Favourite Food:
Roast lamb, potatoes, veg & yorkshire pudding

Interesting Fact:
My wife says I can never be on time 
for anything.



NEUROPSYCHOLOGIST

I am a scientist in training. I am learning how to run experiments, collecting information 
about questions that I am interested in and writing about my findings. Some scientists, 
like me, work in a normal office, We don’t all work in a lab with a white coat. 
Ever since I was very young, I have been very curious. I remember my parents gave me an 
encyclopaedia for my birthday once, and I was happy to sit and read, learning about maths, 
physics, famous historic events and so on. 
I study how people and robots communicate, and how this might change in the future as 
robots become more and more involved in our everyday lives. It is a very exciting time to 
think about how robots will change the future. 
Throughout my life I have been inspired by wonderful women in science who run their labs 
with enthusiasm and wisdom. 

Where do I work?
University of Glasgow

Education:
PHD in Social Robotics and Neuroscience

Favourite Subjects:
English, History & Nature Studies 

Interesting Fact:
I have a robot research assistant.



PHYSICIST

Originally I wanted to be an artist. I still love art, but with science I could understand how 
the world works and this blew my mind. I read a lot of books about science and scientists, 
I am really inspired by Albert Einstein, Richard Feynman, and Marie Curie. Reading about 
them showed me how a love of nature and understanding can bring so much joy and fun.
As a kid I tried everything and never said no to learning something new. I never cared about 
making mistakes and this taught me that making mistakes is an important thing.
I use physics to think about how things act on a very tiny scale, called the nanoscale. This will 
hopefully help us to understand how biological machines work. The machine I am studying is 
called the ‘Nuclear Pore Complex’, a part of the cell nucleus which decides what is allowed to 
move in and out of nucleus, kind of like a security guard.

Where do I work?
University College London

Education:
• Masters Degree in Physics,

Swansea University
• PHD in Physics, University

College London

Favourite Subjects:
Art, Maths & English, I taught myself Physics 

Interesting Fact:
I am adopted.



IMMUNOLOGIST

I was the kid that never knew what they wanted to do the whole way through school. I 
was very quiet and shy but very cool in my own way. I was inspired to study science at 
University by my high school science teacher Mrs Turner. Before her lessons I wasn’t sure 
how much I enjoyed science but her enthusiasm for biology changed everything for me.
I fell in love with Immunology later in my degree. After I was finished, I still didn’t know if 
science was for me so I left and worked for a charity for two years. 
I now study how our immune system changes when people get infected with malaria and 
how this is linked to a type of cancer called Burkitt’s Lymphoma. My favourite thing about 
my job is knowing that there are so many unanswered questions and every time I figure 
something out it is a mini scientific breakthrough.

Where do I work?
The Francis Crick Institute
 
Education:
• BSc Degree in Biochemistry,  

Kings College London
• Masters Degree in Biomedical Research, 

Imperial College London
• PHD In Immunology, Imperial College 

London

Favourite Food:
Full English Breakfast 
 
Hobbies:
I was really into sports and dance so did a lot 
of after school clubs through school. I also was 
an Air Cadet for several years



PHYSICIST

I was very different when I was younger! I was quite shy, and I didn’t have much 
confidence. I liked reading about stars and planets which inspired me to study physics. 
during my studies I fell in love with building lasers! It wasn’t until I was nearly 20 that I 
knew for sure that I wanted a job that involved experimenting and creating things.
i use lasers to measure how objects move. I do this by trapping light inside tiny glass balls.  
If the ball moves away from the laser, the light inside it changes colour. 
I spend most of my time inside a laboratory using my hands to build experiments. When  
I’m not in the lab I’m thinking about new ideas, and talking to different people about how  
to work together. Being a scientist does not mean that I am a genius! Although I work very  
hard, I’m always learning. Most of the time I’m doing similar work to a plumber, electrician  
or product designer.

Where do I work?
University College London
 
Education:
• BSc & Masters Degree in Physics, Imperial 

College, London
• PHD in Physics, University College London

Favourite Subjects:
Music & Physics 
 
Hobby:
Making really bad robots that are often  
half-finished












