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Inspiring the next generation 

What do Ecologists do? 

Even though our islands are small, we can proudly say that we have 
quite a few indigenous and endemic species. What is the difference 
between the two?  

Indigenous species are plants or animals that can be found naturally 
in a particular place, meaning that they came to be on our islands 
through natural processes, and were not brought over by humans. 
But they can also be found in other countries. For example, Malta’s 
indigenous scorpion is also found in Italy, Greece, Tunisia, Libya & 
Egypt.  

On the other hand, endemic species are plants or animals that live 
only in a specific area. So, when we say that an animal is endemic to 
the Maltese islands, this means it can only be found here and          
nowhere else around the world.  

When alien species cause harm to an ecosystem, they are 

then considered to be invasive alien species. 

It’s good to note that whenever we mention ‘species’ we’re referring to both flora and fauna. Flora are plants and fauna are animals. 

What is the difference between endemic, indigenous and alien 

species? 

There are species which are not indigenous or endemic to our islands, 

so they’re considered to be alien species, meaning that they were 

most probably brought over to our islands by humans. 

Ecologists are scientists who study ecosystems, which means they look at how environments and 

organisms such as animals live together and affect each other. Ecologists work both indoors and 

outdoors depending on whether they are observing and collecting data or examining the data.  

There are ecologists in Malta who work in the Valley Management Unit who 

focus their research on valleys all around Malta and Gozo. They protect, 

conserve and improve them by removing invasive species and by planting 

indigenous vegetation as well as pollinator friendly plants. 
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Activity: Esplora’s Eco-Walk 

How can you be an ecologist for a day? Go a walk and see whether you can identify the plants 

and animals below. Keep a diary and record where you see them, and count how many you see. 

Farfett tal-Fejġel   Kappar  

Narċis  Ħannewija  

 

The Maltese swallowtail 

butterfly is our island’s 

only endemic butterfly!  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Swallowtail Butterfly 

Endemic 

Spot them in spring, 
summer & autumn 

Capers 

Indigenous 

Spot them in spring & 
summer 

Narcissus 

Indigenous 

Spot them in autumn & 
winter 

Bear's Breeches 

Indigenous 

Spot them in spring & 
summer 



 3 

 

Leħjet ix-Xiħ  Bużbież  

Gremxula  Widnet il-Baħar  

Mediterranean Heather 

Indigenous 

Spot them in autumn & 
winter 

Fennel 

Indigenous 

Spot them in spring & 
summer 

Maltese Wall Lizard 

Subendemic 

Spot them in spring & 
summer 

Maltese Rock-Centaury 

Indigenous 

Spot them in spring & 
summer 

Garni tal-Pipa  

Friar's Cowl  

Indigenous 

Spot them in autumn & 
winter 

There are 4 types of 

Maltese Wall Lizards 

on the Maltese islands! 

DID YOU KNOW? 


